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Kanehsatake Lands Committee 

 
TERMS OF REFERENCE 

 
 
Mandate:  it is the mandate of the Kanehsatake Lands committee to become aware and 
skilled in the current land regime the Mohawks of Kanehsatake are currently under and 
how the Land Governance Act and Land Code is important in creating a kanehsatake 
Mohawk Land allotment process.  This process will pave the way for the creation of all 
Mohawk laws which will address every aspect of governance in the Kanehsatake 
Mohawk territory through corroboration with Kanehsatake authorities in the development 
of specific measures and mechanisms designed specifically for application within the 
Kanehsatake territorial jurisdiction. 
 
Guiding Principles:  The Kanehsatake lands Committee is guided by the principles of 
the Great Law of Peace constitution of the great league of peace, Iroquois confederacy.  
The Kanehsatake Lands Committee is committed to the principles of the two-row 
wampum and respect for mother earth and “harmony with creation” as contained within 
the doctrines of the Great Law. 
 
Responsibilities:  It is primary responsibility of the Kanehsatake Lands Committee to 
acquire and maintain thorough knowledge from the Chairperson/Facilitator and other 
resources in order to become well informed and well versed in the Land Governance Act 
and Code to the Committee mandate, objectives and responsibilities. 
 
It is also the responsibility of the Committee to; 
 

• liaison with Kanehsatake members as to what is being discussed in the meetings. 
 

• to advocate Kanehsatake Lands issues and priorities in the development of 
regulations, guidelines and laws of the Mohawks of Kanehsatake that may 
concern, distress or benefit the Kanehsatake Territory. 

 
• to endorse the accuracy of information concerning the Lands Committee’s 

activities for the purpose of consultation with Kanehsatake and its authorities 
through public communication and educational mechanisms and tools. 

 
• to advise on research priorities including the review of legal responsibility and 

accountability matters along with recommendations in addressing relevant 
concerns thereof. 

 
• to oversee the review and effectiveness of the Land Governance Act and Land 

Code including the development of recommendations for any amendments or 
changes. 
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• to recommend strategies and options concerning the appropriate maintenance and 
management of the territory. 

 
• to report on a regular basis to the Council of Kanehsatake on its activities, 

accomplishments and any important matter that may warrant Council interest and 
consideration. 

 
The Kanehsatake Lands Committee is accountable on all matters to the Mohawk Council 
of Kaneshsatake. 
 
Composition:   
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                         
 
 
The tenure for Council appointees is not to exceed two years.  Appointees may have their 
appointments renewed every two years but may not to exceed three consecutive terms. 
 
Chairperson:  The Committee shall have a non-voting Chairperson, Amanda Simon.  
The Chairperson is responsible to conduct Committee meetings in an orderly fashion and 
to establish and track the committee meeting agenda based on input from committee 
members.  The Chairperson is responsible to conduct follow-up to the meeting agenda 
and notification of action items. 
 
Accountability:  All members are accountable to other members of the Lands 
Committee. 
 
Intervention:  The Chairperson will ask the committee members to elect a co-
Chairperson who will act on behalf of the Chairperson, and who will receive any 
complaints against the Chairperson.  
 
Meetings:  The Kanehsatake Lands Committee shall meet at least once a month or more 
frequent in order to meet deadlines or address important matters as may have determined 
by a Committee quorum from time to time. 
 
Quorum:  Three voting members form a quorum for decisions by the Committee. 
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Decisions:  All decisions are by consensus consistent with the traditions of the Mohawks 
of Kanehsatake.  The Committee is encouraged to use Mohawk traditional methods for 
deliberations and decision making. 
 
Administration:  The Lands Department will provide the necessary administrative 
support to the committee and will hire support staff to take minutes of the meeting which 
will be posted in a timely fashion to the website. 


